OABA & ROAR
Amusement Rental Operators

This past winter, ROAR (Responsible Operators of Amusement Rentals) was launched in conjunction with the OABA’s (Outdoor Amusement Business Association, Inc.) amusement rental industry membership. The OABA, for nearly 40 years, has represented the mobile amusement industry and is nationally recognized, having professionals in the carnival, circus and food/game concession industry.  The mission of the OABA is “To encourage the growth and preservation of outdoor amusement industry through leadership, legislation, education and membership services.” 

The leadership of ROAR has been in the amusement rental business since its infancy.  ROAR already has recruited nearly thirty rental companies, predominately in the Northeast, and hopes with the OABA’s support to recruit over 100 nationwide by year’s end.  ROAR’s mission statement says that members will “Develop a culture of safety among owners and operators of amusement rental structures including development of a code of ethics, adoption of safety guidelines, operator training and certification program to enhance safety of the general public.” ROAR’s safety program is a watershed event in an industry that has been plagued by “high risk” and the perception of “unsafe operators and dangerous inflatables.” ROAR’s goal is to restore professionalism, respectability and uncompromised public safety to the amusement rental industry.

 
ROAR and the OABA are working closely with other national organizations such as AIMS – Allied Industry Manufacturers and Suppliers, NAARSO – National Association of Amusement Ride Safety Officials and IALDA – International Amusement League Defense Association to develop safety training programs and necessary documentation.  In addition, we are committed to adhering to the new industry standard on inflatable devices established by ASTM – American Standard of Testing Materials, Amusement Rides and Devices F24 Committee.  

  
ROAR is currently developing model operator training programs, employee handbook, daily inspection reports and more, all in an effort to professionalize operations and ensure the highest level of safety for the general public.  Additionally, ROAR is developing operating guidelines, similar to the OABA’s Foundation for the Future program that will utilize independent, third party auditors to review member businesses.  Over the next few months, ROAR intends to meet with manufacturers to encourage 

the production of safer equipment (i.e., stronger tether points and the highest standard flame resistant materials, etc.) to improve public safety.


All members of ROAR have pledged to adhere to its ethics and safety standards.  As reported by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), the number of inflatable ride injuries is estimated to have increased from 1,300 in 1997 to 2,500 in 2002.  By setting industry-recognized safety standards, ROAR hopes to reduce injuries, insurance claims and insurance premiums for its members.  Working with the OABA, ROAR hopes to work with insurance companies, explore insurance alternatives and give special recognition to OABA/ROAR members.

The ROAR Insurance Committee is currently looking at insurance 

alternatives to those currently offered by insurance companies and with the OABA, are exploring self-insured, risk-retention and captive insurance options, for its members.

To join ROAR, in addition to the OABA, you may go to our website at www.oaba.org or contact the OABA at 800-517-6222, for more information and an OABA – ROAR membership application. 

